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SPRING AWAKENING  
 

 

A JOURNEY THROUGH LENT TO EASTER! 
 

 



 
 

Join us each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in the Chapel or 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary  

for an Awakening of the Spirit  through the Celebration of Worship. 

 

Sunday, March 7 - Third Sunday in Lent.  We welcome back to our pulpit the Rev. Dr. Donna Schaper, who 

was the senior pastor of this church from 2000-2004.  Following the service, please join us for a light luncheon 

in Havighorst Lounge for the opportunity to ñcatch upò with Donna and hear about what she is doing these 

days.  

 

Sunday, March 14 ï Fourth Sunday in Lent.  How good it is when we worship together!  In the midst of the 

Lenten Season, we gather for worship at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. The theme for today is ñEmbracing Love.ò 

Donôt forget to ñspringò forward and set your clocks one hour ahead as Daylight Savings Time begins.    

 

Sunday, March 21 ï Fifth Sunday in Lent.  We receive the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering, a special 

offering of the United Church of Christ that carries God's message of love and hope to 

people in more than eighty countries.  The UCC works with international partners to 

provide sources of clean water and food, education and health care, small business micro-

credit, emergency relief, and advocacy and resettlement for refugees 

and displaced persons. OGHS also supports domestic and international 

ministries for disaster preparedness and response. 

 

Sunday, March 28 ï Palm Sunday. Our celebration of Jesusô triumphant entry into 

Jerusalem begins with a modern-day parade as we follow Dolly the Donkey through the 

streets of Coral Gables, arriving at CGCC for our 11:00 a.m. Palm Sunday worship featuring 

choirs and antiphonal trumpets.  Following worship, join us for our annual Palm Sunday 

Brunch in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring an entrée or side dish to share that feeds 8-10 

people.   

 

Sunday, April 4 ï Easter.  Join us for one of our four beautiful services that day: 7:00 a.m. 

Sunrise Service in the Courtyard, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Easter Celebration of Worship in the 

Sanctuary, and 1:00 p.m. Childrenôs Easter Service.  A special pre-service concert of festive 

Easter music will begin at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. before the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

services.   
 

Sunday, April 11 ï Second Sunday of Easter.  Be with us as witness to the resurrection 

through beautiful music, inspiring words, and the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

 

Sunday, April 18 ï Integrity of Creation Sunday.  In commemoration of Earth Day, join us for worship on 

this Sunday the United Church of Christ has designated as Integrity of Creation Sunday.  Plan 

to stay after worship for our Earth Day Fair hosted by the Board of Congregational Life and 

the Board for Justice and Witness.  Plans are still being made, but could possibly include an 

Environmental Art Fair featuring the work of artists of all ages, a Vegan Tasting to tantalize 

the taste buds, and a native plant sale.  Be the envy of your friends at Publix as you shop with 

your eco-safe, reusable CGCC grocery bag that proclaims the news that CGCC is Going 

Green!         

 

Sunday, April 25 ï Fourth Sunday of Easter.  Could it be a day of ñordinary worship?ò  Of course worship is 

anything but ordinary here, so join us for an extraordinary opportunity to grow your faith, to be inspired, and to 

be touched by the beauty of our prayers, music, and words.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday ï April 1  

The vigil of Maundy Thursday (Maundy from Latin, mandatum, ña commandò) is an adaptation of an early 

fourth-century service.  This very meaningful service begins and ends in silence.  We gather to meditate on the 

fact that it was on Maundy Thursday that the twelve disciples were with Jesus in the Upper Room for the last 

time when he and they stood in the shadow of the cross.  Through the Sacrament of Holy Communion, scripture 

lessons, and the gradual extinguishing of the lights, we will remember the Passion of our Lord.  The service 

begins at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  A light soup dinner will be served before the service at 6:00 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall.  A freewill offering will be gratefully received.  Child care is available. 
 

Good Friday ï April 2  

Be with us at 12:00 noon for this powerful and meaningful service as we mark through scripture, reflection, and 

music, the Sounds of Good Friday.  The service will end outside as we drape a large cross which will reappear 

on Easter Sunday alive with flowers.   

 

 SING HOSANNA!  
Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010 

 

9:00 a.m.  - Chapel Worship with Communion 
 

10:30 a.m.  -  Palm Sunday Processional: Our celebration of Jesusô triumphant entry into Jerusalem begins 

with a modern-day parade as we follow Dolly the Donkey to CGCC for our 11:00 

a.m. Palm Sunday worship. Those who wish to walk should meet at CGCC between 

10:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.   The church shuttle service will be available to take you 

to our meeting place. Our children will lead us as we process with our palm branches 

and sing our hosannas reminiscent of a parade so long ago on the outskirts of Jerusalem.   
 

11:00 a.m. - Palm Sunday Worship Service: Palm Branches, Adult, Children & Youth Choirs, and 

Antiphonal Trumpets!  Following worship, join us in Fellowship Hall for a Potluck Brunch. Please bring an 

entrée or side dish to share that feeds 8-10 people.  Dessert and drinks will be provided. Suggestions: lasagna, 

rice and beans, ham, fried chicken, salad, veggie platter, pasta, etc. Drop your dish off in the Fellowship Hall on 

your way into church! 

 

THE ALLELUIA RETURNS!   EASTER JOY AT CGCC! 
Sunday, April 4, 2010, 

 

7:00 a.m. - Easter Sunrise Service: In our beautiful courtyard, we will worship the risen Christ to the music of 

the morning birds and the glow of the rising sun.  
 

9:00 & 11:00 a.m. - Easter Celebration of Worship: The ñAlleluiaò reappears in joyous and festive form as 

we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ with all our senses.  Bring your neighbors, friends, and family 

members for a glorious celebration.    
 

1:00 p.m. -Childrenôs Easter Service: All children and ñchildren at heartò are invited to celebrate the joy of 

Easter at a special afternoon Childrenôs Easter Service.  The service is especially designed for young families.  

You are also invited to join us in Fellowship Hall following the service to decorate Easter cookies!  Bring the 

whole family! 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

In his final moments with his disciples, the Good Shepherd asks Peter, "Do you love me?" "Yes," Peter replies. ñThen, 

feed my lambs," Jesus tells him. "Tend my sheep." Three times, Jesus passionately repeats his instruction, pressing his 

followers: If you love me, take care of the people I love.  
 

The members of the family of God, including those in parts of the world we may never visit, are God's flock, the sheep of 

God's pasture.  Yet God's flock is often forcefully scattered as people are chased from their homes and livelihoods by 

brutal expressions of war, as communities are blasted by natural disasters, or as societies and countries are ground down 

by unrelenting hunger, disease, and poverty. 
 

Soon you'll have an opportunity to offer your gift to One Great Hour of Sharing, empowering the United Church of Christ 

to offer disaster relief and refugee aid, meeting basic needs in Christ's name throughout the world.  Soon, each of us will 

have the opportunity to decide how to participate in an offering that helps strengthen people to improve their own lives 

and communities.   
 

Through One Great Hour of Sharing: 

 disaster victims quickly receive shelter, food, water, and medical supplies  

 local communities develop secure sources of food and clean water  

 minds and bodies grow stronger with new schools and medical clinics  

 refugees receive housing and long-term help to construct new lives  

 women and communities are empowered through micro-credit loans and community development opportunities. 
 

In challenging times, we often wonder how much we can afford to sacrifice to help feed Jesus' beloved sheep when our 

needs remain pressing. Perhaps only through prayer can we decide how to respond to Jesus' call to feed His Sheep. 

Remember the feeding of the 5,000: when Jesus asked the disciples to feed the hungry crowd, the disciples despaired. The 

five loaves and two fish seemed insignificant compared to the massive need. Yet when each gave sacrificially from what 

they had, through God's blessing, their gifts turned into a miracle of compassion for all.  
 

Through One Great Hour of Sharing, our gifts meet compelling needs, while also bringing the blessing of compassion into 

our own lives. The current economic situation is challenging for many of us. For many others, it has pushed beyond 

challenging to be life-threatening. I intend to increase my gift this year, and encourage you to consider doing so, also. 

 Heed Jesus' call to feed his sheep with a generous, even sacrificial, gift to One Great Hour of Sharing. Sharing your 

resources, you'll change lives ð including your own. 
 

Let us join together in giving lovingly, generously, extravagantly to One Great Hour of Sharing on Sunday, March 22.  

Envelopes are available in the Tidings for your gifts.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

SISTERS ON SOJOURN 
  

All women, regardless of age, are invited to join us as we gather on Saturday, March 27 and 

April 24 , at 9:30 a.m. in the church library.  As always a light breakfast is provided AND 

childcare as well!  Come make new friends and join in the fun!  

We are continuing our conversation around the book, The Story of 

Ruth: Twelve Moments in Every Womanôs Life by Joan Chittister. 

The book explores a series of twelve defining moments in every 

womanôs lifeðmoments such as loss, change, aging, insight, self-

definition, invisibility, and fulfillment.  Ruth has lessons to share 

with us about becoming a fully functioning person and a spiritual 

adult. This theme offers a great opportunity to spend some time 

with a very wise Biblical woman and some very supportive 

women in our faith community.  The book is available from all 

major bookstores but you donôt need to read it to participate.   

Adult Study in English or Spanish 

The Last Week: 

What the Gospels Really Teach About Jesusô 

Final Days in Jerusalem 

In their fascinating book, The Last Week, top 

Jesus scholars Marcus J. Borg and John 

Dominic Crossan, reveal a radical and little-

known Jesus.   Using the gospel of Mark as 

their guide, Borg and Crossan present a day-

by-day account of Jesus' final week of life. 

Informed, challenged, and inspired, we not 

only meet the historical Jesus, but meet a new 

Jesus who engages us and invites us to follow 

him.  

During the season of Lent, our pastors will be 

using this book as a resource as they lead us 

through the last week of Christôs life in a new 

study presented in both English and Spanish.  

Each Sunday morning, March 7-28, from 

9:45 a.m. ï 10:45 a.m., Pastor Guillermo 

will lead the study in Spanish.  Pastor Laurie 

will lead the study in English each 

Wednesday evening from March 3-24, 

from 6:15 p.m. ï 7:00 p.m. as part of 

Church Night In.   Join us! 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION  

9:45 a.m. each Sunday Morning  

in Havighorst Lounge  

The Revolutionary Jesus: A Lenten Journey 

into the Passion and Politics 

Sundays March 7-21 
 

Join us for a biblical and historical journey into 

the passion of Jesus and first century politics as 

we explore the revolutionary Jesus for Lent. 

Using John Dominic Crossanôs book Jesus, A 

Revolutionary Biography, we will explore a 

key passage from Matthew setting the 

historical and political context for Jesus during 

the time of empire, and the reality of the 

apostolic witness to a new political reality. 

With striking implications for todayôs world on 

emancipation and human rights, this is the 

exploration that hits home in current political 

conflict.  Led by Rick Walters.   

 

Coming after Easter ~The Return of Views and 

Interviews with all new guests.  

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780802827357


                                                   

 
 

MYSTIC MONDAYS  

 

                           Are you interested in deepening your faith?  Would you like to be a part of  

                           some smaller groups devoted to spiritual growth?  Then Mystic Monday is  

                           for you!  Join us Monday night as we explore faith in a variety of  ways: 
                         

Mondays, March 1 and 15; April 5 and 19 - 7:00 p.m. ï Taizé Worship.  A Taizé Prayer 

Service consists of music, song, gospel readings, quiet meditation, and chants.  If you are 

seeking time to be quietly apart, to pray and listen to God, and to be in the presence of a 

worshiping community, this service may be just what you are seeking.  There is no sermon, 

no offering, no choir, no announcements ï just simple worship.  We gather in the Chapel.   
 

Monday, March 8 and April 12: 7:00 p.m. ï Prayer Shawl Ministry.  We gather to create 

beautiful prayer shawls to share with members of our church family who are ill or grieving or 

maybe even celebrating a special event in their life.  You do not have to know how to knit or 

crochet ï someone will teach you.    If you are looking for a ministry of prayer and care for 

others this may be it.  Come and help wrap someone in Godôs love by creating a beautiful 

prayer shawl.  As always, the teapot will be on in the chapel.   
 

Monday, April 26:  6:30 p.m. ï Praise-Prayer-Potluck.  (Please note that there will be no 

Praise-Prayer and Potluck on March 22, so we can attend the PACT meeting.)  Join us 

for the opportunity to get to know your church family better and to share food and faith 

together as we gather for our monthly Praise-Prayer-and Potluck!  We meet to hear the faith 

journey of one of our members as we join around the supper table.  This month we are pleased 

to hear from Dennis Rodrigues, who has a most interesting faith journey to share.   If you are 

able, bring a dish to share.  Be prepared for a rich and rewarding evening in your community 

of faith.  As always, childcare will be provided! 

Quarterly Book Club 

The Year of Living Biblically:  

One Manôs Humble Quest to Follow the Bible as Literally as Possible 

by A. J. Jacobs 

 ñBoth laugh out funny and enlighteningéan entirely absorbing readò (People Magazine).  

 ñIn the twenty-first century few, if any, Christians truly attempt to follow the Bible in its 

literal entirety. In this yearlong experiment, A.J. Jacobs attempts just that, with disarming 

sincere, refreshingly humorous, and unexpectedly insightful results. I commend this inspired 

narrative to anyone actively exploring the continued relevance of biblical living, religion's 

need for critical self-reflection, and the timelessness of authentic faith" (Reverend Jim Wallis, 

author of God's Politics and president of Sojourners/Call to Renewal).  
 

Join Megan Korallis on Sunday April 18, from 7:00 p.m. ï 9:00 p.m. in Havighorst 

Lounge as we discuss the year long journey with A. J. Jacobs as he tries to observe the 

biblical laws while living in New York City in 2007. Purchase your book on Amazon or your 

local bookstore. Dessert and Beverage will be served 



  

THE SCHEDULE INCLUDES : 
 

Time                        Course                             Details                         Fee           Location 
 

3:00pm - 7:30pm       Fair Trade Marketplace Open                                                                  Fair Trade Shoppe 

                            

5:30pm ï 7pm            Church Night In  Dinner                                                        $5/$3           Fellowship Hall 

 

6:00pm ï 7:30pm       Childcare Available                   Infants ï 5
th

 Grade            Free            A&E-3 

 

6:00pm ï 7:30pm       Yoga                                                              $15/class     Wellness Center 

 

6:15pm ï 5:55pm       Cantate Choir ï Grades 6-12   Anthony Cabrera              Free            Moye Chapel 
                                      

        Agape Choir ï Grades 3-5        Dr. Ron Morgan               Free            A&EïChoir Rm.       
 

          Cherub Choir ï Grades K-2     Melissa Hernandez           Free           A&E-5A 

 

6:15pm ï 7:00pm        Lenten Study (March Only)     Pastor Laurie                    Free           Library 

 

7:00pm ï 7:25pm        Group Intro. To Vocal Techniques Gabrielle Tinto          Free           A&E-5A 

 

7:00pm ï 7:25pm        Bell Choir Rehearsal                  Anthony Cabrera            Free            Moye Chapel 

 

7:00pm ï 7:25pm        Sight Singing for Beginners       Dr. Ron Morgan              Free           A&E-Choir Rm. 

 

7:30pm ï 9:00pm        Chancel Choir Rehearsal           Dr. Ron Morgan              Free           A&E-Choir Rm. 

 
 

                 With a Tip oô the Hat to St. Patrickôs Day 

Join us for a Very Special Church Night In Dinner 

on  

Wednesday, March 17. 

 

The Luck of the Irish Dinner includes:  

Corned Beef and Cabbage, Roasted Potatoes,  

Peas and Carrots, and a very special Dessert.   

 

                                        Share in the Fun! 


